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25 and still counting! 

The 25 th . Anniversary is surely a landmark in the history of any organization. Celebrations apart, it 
also serves as a quite reminder to reflect on the journey so far, progress made over 25 years, 
commitment, ingenuity and selfless service of our Past Presidents ... their audacious vision, 
pioneering spirit and able leadership which has put RotaryKalimpong on a growth trajectory. 

I joined Rotary “for the heck of it”, because a friend invited me. I had no idea the day would 
change my life. That was in 1997. I was 37, married and with a 5 year old son. I had never 
previously heard of this international organization and wondered what it did. My first couple of 
years was desultory and I wandered along, my seniors allowing me but keeping an eagle eye. The 
“fellowships” were great fun and I was always looking forward to it. However, my happiness was 
short-lived when 1 was catapulted from a lay Rotarian to that of the Editor of the Club Bulletin 
Sudershan. My position entitled me to be a member of the elite Board of Directors. I was now 
rubbing shoulders with the honchos and that gave me a feeling of being “involved”. Since then I 
have held various positions in the club as Director, Secretary and President and over time I came 
to understand its simple yet ambitious objective to make a difference in the world. I have been 
focused extensively on Rotary and it has given me many valuable friendships in return. The more 
time I have spent as a Rotarian, the more I have seen the amazing work Rotary has done over the 
world. 

Our club membership over the years, has averaged 3 5 and we pride ourselves in the fact that we a 
divergent mix in terms of ethnicity, age, profession, gender and demography. We derive our 
strength from our diversity. It has been our collective consciousness for 25 years. It has worked 
well and it is the only way it will work for us. In fact Rotary Club of Kalimpong, is a microcosm of 
a larger fabric that make up the different communities in Kalimpong. 

To all my friends in Rotary past and present - our journey started with you. And in all these times, 
we have gone from one success to another. All thanks to your combined support. So today, as we 
turn 25,1 would like to thank you for putting your faith in us. 

Here's to standing together through thick and thin! 

Cheers! 


Rajen Raghavan 
Editor. 
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Emergence of Rotary Club 
in Kalimpong 


Consequent to a proposal tabled by the Rotary Club of Darjeeling to raise a Club in Kalimpong, a 
core group was formed on 9 October 92. The first organizational meeting was chaired by Rtn. Lee 
Kumar Pradhan, Special Representative of the District Governor. The Core Group comprised of Brig. 
N.K. Gurung, Ganesh Mani Pradhan, M. Foning, Udai Chandra Pradhan and Bharat Mani Pradhan. The 
core group was given the task of inducting twentyfive members and forwarding the charter application 
together with the fees as early as possible. The emphasis was on the word 'early'. At the outset it looked 
to be a simple task. However, very soon it became apparent that the task was somewhat difficult if not 

entirely onerous. When the 
membership induction campaign 
was launched, it became amply 
clear to us that the time taken to 
form the Club would be more than 
what we had bargained for. 

We had set December 92 to 
accomplish the task, but as it turned 
out, we were being ambitious. The 
induction process was slow 
because of the exacting qualitative 
requirements expected of the 
members. Classification was yet 
another bugbear. By end December 
we were a motley group of only 
fifteen members. 

A fresh campaign of 
recruitment was launched in 
January 93. Lawyers, consulting engineers, agriculturists, bankers, persons connected with citrus fruit 
research, retailers, tourism promoters, communication experts, income tax consultants and many other 
professionals were invited to attend a series of meetings. Rotary ideals were explained and the message 
on the need of serving the community was conveyed. However, despite the best of our efforts it was 
disheartening to see many prospective and suitable candidates sitting on the fence for a long time, 
indicisive as it were, whether to jump forward into our fold or to take a step away from us. When the 
suspense became overbearing we had no choice but to discount induction of such persons who could not 
make up their minds. We consoled ourselves with the adage that a fickle minded person cannot make a 
good leader and hence a good rotarian. 

Our search continued. It was a slow and painstaking process, at times even frustrating. But our 
conviction grew stronger that time spent on selecting good rotarians would not be a waste. By end 
January 93 we were still short of the magic number of twentyfive members. 

Between December 1992 and 17 January 1993 the Sponsor Club conducted two meetings. The 
District Governor's representative and a few members of Darjeeling Club were present on two other 
occasions. We are ever grateful for their valued advice and suggestions. Such joint organisational 
meetings were very fruitful. By this time we were fully functional as a provisional Club. We met every 
Sunday at 3 pm at the Kalimpong Park Hotel Conference room. 

Search for suitable members continued with renewed vigour. In hind sight it may be pertinent to 
mention that it is comparatively easier for an established Rotary Club to induct members in their normal 
membership development programme than a provisional club to gather candidates to form the 
mandatory charter group. An old club has time and resources but a new club in its formative stage, 






Silver Sudarshan Rotary Club of Kalimpong 


20th April, 2019 


besides having to contend 
with the deadline has 
meagre or no resource at its 
disposal. However, slowly 
but surely 

the membership grew. 

At the cost of repetition to 
the old members, objects of 
Rotary, importance of 
community and vocational 
service, salient points on 
classification were repeated 
in every meeting as such 
meetings were invariably 
attended by prospective 
candidates. Question time 
was specially set aside for 
their benefit to clarify 
doubts. One question by a 
prospective member merits 
mention here. The candidate wished to know if he had the option of resigning whenever he desired to do 
so. The answer given was how could he think of leaving when he had not even achieved! The candidate 
stayed to become a member!! Such cajoling, albeit inlighter vein and constant motivating, paid good 
dividends. During first week of March 93, after four months of intense efforts, with great jubilation and 
fanfare, we welcomed our twentyfifth member. At long last the avenue was clear for our charter 
application to be submitted to Rotary International! 

We started putting together various documents which we were required to submit to Rotary 
International through our Sponsor Club, the District Governor and South Asia Office. On behest of Rtn 
Dr Salil Datta, the District Governor, we sent all documents to him in draft form for his perusal to ensure 
that there were no errors in our application. On receipt of the application back from Rtn Salil, when we 
were carrying out a detail check of all the documents, we received the good news that he, Rtn Jiwan 
Kumar Pradhan and two senior rotarians from Siliguri would be visiting Kalimpong on 14 March 93. It 
was a good get together in which ten rotarians from Darjeeling. Sponsor Club including Rtn Lee Kumar 
Pradhan, the Governor's Special Representative and a few guests were present. We counted our blessing 
for the visit, for, we were able to clarify many doubts pertaining to our application and we had the 
opportunity to seek valuable guidance from the District Governor. Our Charter application was for¬ 
warded to the Sponsor Club, Darjeeling on 28 March 93 and the District Governor submitted the same to 
South Asia Office on 30 March 93. It was apparent that Rotary Secretariats at all levels took prompt 
action. On 20 April 93, within a record time of twentyone days Rotary Club of Kalimpong was admitted 
to Rotary International. 

This was history. Looking back over the past few months, we consider ourselves lucky to have been 
associated with the raising of the Club. As charter members, our experience had been unique. It took us 
four months to induct twentyfive charter members, and in the process we had our moments of trials and 
tribulations, success and failure, humour and sorrow. In the noble effort of introducing Rotary in 
Kalimpong, all the charter members applied themselves assiduously towards various facets of rotary 
activities during the raising. This should stand us in good stead in our future programmes. Our actual 
tasks commence now. We are confident that the present group of members and the future rotarians who 
will follow will always strive hard to blaze a trail of glory in the path of Rotary ideals. 

[This article appeared in the Souvenir on the Charter Presentation Day of Rotary Club of 

Kalimpong 
on 20th April, 1 993] 
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Ma Aparna 

- a legacy of "Doing Good" 


Ma Aparna Bose, a Mother not only to the members of Rotary Club of Kalimpong, but to all the members 
throughout the District 3240, passed away on 14 th April, 2014 in Kolkata. She was flown back to her beloved 
Kalimpong, where she had come as a young bride of 18 years in 1948. Her last rites were performed in 
Kalimpong, according to her last wishes. The funeral was attended by all the members of the Club. Anumber 

of Past District Governors, came personally to Tapoban, her 
residence to show their last respects. Condolences to the 
bereaved family came from almost all the Past District 
Governors and members of the District 3240. The members of 
Kalimpong Club shouldered all the responsibilities, seriously 
and with utmost sincerity and helped members of the bereaved 
family to go through the last rites. Ma, you have left a vacuum 
and we shall always miss you. But you shall be remembered by 
generations to come when one will look up at the Rotary 
Centre and all the activities taken up successfully by the 
Centre. 

Ma Aparna Bose was bom in Taki, 24 Parganas, West 
Bengal on 10 th . July, 1930 to late Krishna Das Roy Choudhury 
and late Karunamayee Roy Choudhury, who were the 
zamindars and lived in Saudpur, a village by the bank of River 
Ichhamoti, about 15 Kms away from the main town of Taki. Our Ex-Indian Army Chief, General Shankar 
Roy Choudhury hails from the same family and was a cousin to her. Ma did her schooling from Taki. She had 
an elder sister who resided in Mughal Sarai. 

Ma was married to Abanindra Mohan Bose, popularly known as "Khoka Babu" by the people of 
Kalimpong in 1948. Khoka Babu owned a Departmental Store known as L. Bose and Company on the Main 
Road of Kalimpong and was the authorized distributor for His Master's Voice, Murphy, and Phillips. He had a 
roaring business with Tibet, selling radios, gramophones and records. He also owned the prestigious Novelty 
Cinema, the first cinema hall that came up in Kalimpong. Ma, as a girl, loved watching movies, which was 
taboo for young girls and always wished to get married to a cinema owner. God listened to her and granted 
her wish. 

Ma was blessed with one daughter, Indira, who is a Rotarian and two sons, both are engineers and live 
with their families in Mumbai and Kolkat. Indira lived with Ma at Tapoban. Ma has always stood by the 
ideals of the Rotary movement and would attend all the programmes she was invited to. She considered the 
Kalimpong Club members as her own children and the favourite being no other than our dear Past President 
Rtn. Pravakar. She would always consult Rtn. 

Pravakareven for the "littlest" of matter and did 
nothing without his advice. When she heard that 
Rotary was looking for a place to build its own 
centre, she called Pravakar and open heartedly 
gave a piece of land where the present Rotary 
Centre stands. The Centre has now become a 
bustling place of information with a digital 
Library, the first of its kind in Kalimpong. Ma had 
attended all the District Conferences held in 
different parts of the District with full enthusiasm 
and excitement and always loved looking forward 
for the forthcoming ones. She also attended two 
International Conventions. In fact Ma attended 
more conferences than any of our members! Ma 
Aprana Bose was conferred with the prestigious 
Paul Harris Fellow on P. July, 2011. She was 
glowing with happiness after she received her 
Paul Harris Fellow pin and kept on asking "why me"? Besides travelling, she loved reading, watching T.V, 
cooking and looking after Tapoban. Though not a Rotarian, Ma was the torch bearer of "Doing Good”. She 
stood for it and will always stand for it. Let us carry forward the legacy that she left behind. 

"To live in hearts we leave behind is not to die "■— Thomas Campbell. 
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Dr. (Mrs) Khem Pradhan Fatimi 


1. Introduction. Dr. (Mrs) Khem Pradhan Fatimi is 
the soul behind the setting up of the “Sankha Mani Pradhan 
& Hasta Maya Pradhan Memorial Rotary Humanitarian 
Learning Commons” which is under construction in our 
Rotary Centre. She has single handily donated the entire 
amount for the Library and a major share of the cost of 
Learning Commons, the balance paid by TRF. Her 
association with the Rotary Club of Kalimpong goes back 
to the days of PP K N Pradhan who had suggested that she 
work with Rotary in Kalimpong. RC Kalimpong is deeply 
indebted to her for her support and the faith that she has put 
in the club. 

2. Early Life. She was bom on 9 <h Oct in Kalimpong 
and was the third oldest of eight children. Her father the 
Late Sri Sankha Mani Pradhan owned the Mani Press at 10 th 
Mile Kalimpong along with two of his brothers. Her mom 
the Late Srimati Hasta Maya Pradhan worked as a teacher 
in Kurseong before her marriage. Dr. Khem Fatimi began 
her studies in Dr. Graham's Homes and topped the Senior 
Cambridge in 1957. Mr. Donald Ross the then Headmaster 
of DGH paved the way for her to become a doctor as she 
joined the Christian Medical College Vellore with 50 other 
students on open competition. From there she went on to do 
her PG from Irwin Hospital Delhi and various hospitals in 
England. In 1970 she migrated to the USA with the intent of 

earning enough money to start a private practice in Kalimpong. 

3. Marriage and Family Life. During her Residency in anaesthesia in Kings County Brooklyn, USA, 
she met her husband the Late Dr. Zafar U1 Hasan Fatimi and got married on the 20 th of December 1971. 
That put an end to her dream of returning to India and Kalimpong, as her husband was from Pakistan, but 
did not diminish her interest in Kalimpong. She is still very fond of Kalimpong and had visited her birth 
place with her husband and children a number of times. They are blessed with three daughters, Safia, 
Tanya and Meena. Safia is an Art and Photography teacher, Tanya a Neurologist and Meena is an 
Internist specializing in LGBT medicine. They have four grandchildren Yasmeen, Farah, Salma and 
Kalyan the only grandson. 

4. Early in life, she was taught the value of education by her parents, a lesson she so completely applied 
to her life and we in the Rotary have benefitted from. Just as the students of Dr. Graham's Homes learned 
in their cottages, she too learned to do all her household chores like cleaning, cooking, gardening etc. 
without any domestic help. This later developed into a hobby as she loved cooking and entertaining 
people. Her garden includes both, flowers and vegetables and she grows varieties of hot chilli peppers of 
which Kalimpong Dalle is one. She even got her friends addicted to Dalle. She attended DGH without 
shoes just like all her counterparts in school. Her dad had stressed the value of “Simple living, high 
thinking” which she followed all her life and imbibed the same principles in her children. 

5. After completion of internship at CMC Vellore, her career took the following pattern: 

i) House Surgeon in Surgery, Obstetrics and Gynaecology in Irwin Hospital 1965-67 

ii) House Surgeon and training in surgery, medicine, obstetrics and gynaecology in 
hospitals in England from 1967-70 
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iii) Resident Physician -Anaesthesia in Kings County Hospital Brooklyn NY from 
1970-72 

iv) Resident Physician - Psychiatry in Pilgrim Psychiatry Centre, Brentwood NY from 
1974-75 

v) Clinic Physician South Brookhaven Health Centre, Patchogue, NY 1976-78 

vi) Emergency Room Physician Brookhaven Hospital, Patchogue, NY 1975-76 

vii) A general physician until 1979 

viii) Occupational Medicine physician at Brookhaven National Lab, NY a research 
facility from 1981 to 2000. 

Upon retirement, she volunteered her services to various charities. This volunteer work took her to all 
parts of the world, from Dharamshala in India to Chiri in south Ethiopia, the most underdeveloped area 
she had ever worked in! She also practiced in Guatemala where people were seeing a doctor for the first 
time. While in Dharamshala, working in Delek Hospital, she had met His Holiness the Dalai Lama for a 
20 minute audience along with seven of her volunteer doctors. The Dalai Lama gave her one of the best 
advice that she received in her life - “treat everyone alike, treat the person as a whole - the body and soul, 
and have a sense of humour”, an advice that she held very close to her heart. A very well travelled couple; 
they had their honeymoon in Spain and together had travelled to most parts of Europe, Italy, Greece, 
Caribbean Islands, Thailand, Fiji, China, Malaysia, England, Canada etc. 

6. Her husband Zafar was a very loving and caring man. He supported her in all her volunteer work and 
let her follow her dreams while he managed to work and live by himself for these extended periods of her 
absence. They celebrated the marriage of their youngest daughter Meena with Lynly, the first gay Hindu, 
Muslim, Jewish wedding in their families on 8 th December 2018. She recalls the marriage to be an 
amazing reunion of friends and families. After the wedding, Zafar and Khem had plans to go on a month 
long trip to Panama Canal. But alas, that couldn't! On Dec 18 th Zafar breathed his last during his 
afternoon nap. A great shock and loss to her, Zafar was buried in Bellport Cemetery on December 20 th , on 
their Wedding Anniversary. 

7. Dr. Khem Pradhan Fatimi continued her love for Kalimpong through her friends and families. She 
believes that she is in her present position because of the education that received from Dr. Graham's 
Homes and CMC Vellore and it was time to give back. As she recalls, the idea of a Library was kindled by 
PP KN Pradhan in 2007 and it was PP Bharat Mani Pradhan who developed the idea into a Digital 
Library finally taking shape as the Global Grant 1758729 Learning Commons. In her interest to promote 
education, she had sponsored some children from Kalimpong for their higher studies. Most have 
procured good jobs and are able to support their families. 

8. It's been difficult for her 
to continue without the 
support of her beloved 
husband Zafar as they did 
things together, including 
joining the Bellport Rotary. 

Her involvement with the 
“Sankha Mani Pradhan & 

Hasta Maya Pradhan 
Memorial Rotary 
Humanitarian Learning 
Commons” was a blessing 
and keeps her occupied. As it 
progresses she is keen to visit 
Kalimpong again and show 
her daughters the place where 
she grew up. 
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Defining Moments 
in Water & Sanitation 


After our Club's charter in 1993, the first ever major community service project it's founding fathers 
undertook in 1995 was a Water Supply Scheme tapping a natural spring to benefit 11 households in a 
remote village adopted by the Club. In subsequent years, realizing the need to reach out to more and 
more beneficiaries, members surveyed potential sources to augment efforts to address Water and 
Sanitation issues in our community. In the year 2000, an International Project Proposal from our Club 
was carried by the then District Governor Elect to the Rotary International's Projects Fair which brought 

us in contact with concerned 
members of Rotary Club of 
Colchester-Milton, 
Vermont, USA, District 
7850 that resulted in helping 
provide Safe Water 
Delivery System for a larger 
number of residents of 
Bhagay Sangsay village. In 
2005-06 Sahid Lance Naik 
Hira Bahadur Thapa, Vir 
Chakra, Piped Water Supply 
Scheme was commissioned 
at Nagari Farm with the help 
of General Shankar Roy 
Choudury's Member-of- 
Parliament Local Area 
Development Fund. 

Later in the year 2008, for the first time our Club was able to take up a Project to help provide 
Sanitary Latrines and Rainwater Harvesting and Management Facilities for the students of a Century- 
old Primary School in Kalimpong with the help of members of Rotary Club of Kelso, Scotland, District 
1020. In the recent past (2011-2013) our Club with the same International partners - Rotary Club of 
Kelso in collaboration with Rotary Clubs of Selkirk and Castle Douglus, Scotland, District 1020, was 
able to scale out to help provide Rainwater Harvesting and Sanitation Project for more than 2200 
beneficiaries of Kalimpong College. In the year 2017-18 we have taken up Water And Sanitation 
Hygiene (WASH) in Schools (WiNS) project by providing Hand Washing Stations and one-year's 
supplies of Toiletries for all the students and Sanitary Pad Napkins, Menstrual Hygiene Kits as well as 
Sanitary Toilets for girl students of a village High School with the help of a District Grant. 
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